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Reversed Alekhine
It is not easy to get a good reversed Alekhine
Defence. 1 g3 e5 2 Ìf3 (55a)was condemned
by Alekhine on the basis of g3 being a
weakness in the reversed Chase Variation,
but there is very little practical experience.

a) 2...Ìc6 3 d4 e4 (3...exd4 4 Ìxd4 Íc5
5 Ìb3 Íb6 6 Íg2 À) 4 Ìe5 (4 d5 will be
equal; 4 Ìfd2 leads to reversed French posi-
tions where g3 isn’t useful) 4...Ìce7 5 Íg2
(5 d5 c6 6 Ìc3 isn’t much of a winning at-
tempt; 5 f3 d6 6 Ìg4 is the reverse of a line –
Surprise 49 – where g3 and Íh3 would be
normal) 5...d5 (5...d6 6 Ìc4 d5 7 Ìe3 À) 6
f3 h5 (6...f6 7 Ìg4 Íxg4 8 fxg4) 7 fxe4 f6 8
exd5!? fxe5 9 dxe5 (55b) gives White three
good pawns for the piece.

b) 2...e4 3 Ìd4:
b1) 3...d5 4 d3 is a standard Alekhine re-

versed. g3 is useful and White can fight for
the advantage.

b2) 3...c5! 4 Ìb3 c4 (4...d5 5 d3 f5 6
dxe4 fxe4 7 c4 d4 8 Íg2 is treacherous for
Black) 5 Ìd4 (a reversed Chase Variation –
here g3 is of questionable value) 5...Íc5!
(5...Ìc6 6 Ìxc6 dxc6 7 Íg2 Ìf6 8 b3 cxb3
9 axb3 Íc5 10 0-0 0-0 11 Íb2 Îe8 and
White has the better structure, but Black is
active, Chatalbashev-Radulski, Bulgarian Ch
1994) 6 c3 Ìc6 (55c) 7 Ìxc6 (7 Ìf5!?; 7 d3
exd3! is good for Black: 8 exd3 Ëe7+ or 8
Ìxc6 dxc6! 9 exd3 Ëd5!) 7...dxc6 8 Íg2
Ìf6 9 b3 Íe6 10 Ía3 Ëe7 11 Íxc5 Ëxc5
and White has problems activating his posi-
tion, Mozes-Navrotescu, Romania 1993.
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55a: after 2 Ìf3

55b: after 9 dxe5

55c: after 6...Ìc6

Surprise 55 W
Soundness: 2 Surprise Value: 4



English: Zviagintsev’s 4 g4
One of the most remarkable novelties at
FIDE’s knockout ‘world championship’was
1 c4 Ìf6 2 Ìf3 e6 3 Ìc3 Íb4 4 g4 (56a).
This was used by the very strong, Dvor-
etsky-trained GM Zviagintsev in a critical
play-off game, so the idea may be assumed
to have some substance.

a) 4...Ìxg4 5 Îg1 is as yet untried. Then
5...Ìh6 can be met by 6 Îxg7 Ìf5, but
maybe gambit play with 6 e4!? is the idea.

b) 4...d5 and then:
b1) 5 Ëa4+ Ìc6 6 Ìe5 Ëd6 7 Ìxc6

bxc6 is OK for Black.
b2) 5 g5 Ìe4 6 Ëa4+ Ìc6 7 Ìxe4 dxe4

8 Ìe5 e3 9 fxe3 (56b) 9...Ëxg5 (after 9...Íd7
10 Ìxd7 Ëxg5, 11 Ìe5 Ëxe5 12 Íg2 is
annoying, e.g. 12...Ëd6?? 13 a3 Íc5 14 b4)
10 Ìf3 (10 Ìxc6?? Íd7 11 Ëxb4 Íxc6)
10...Ëe7?! (now the b4-bishop is in danger)
11 a3 Íd6 12 d4 Íd7 13 Ëc2 Ëf6 14 b4
e5? 15 d5 Íf5? 16 Ëa4! +ø Krasenkow-
Gild.Garcia, Groningen FIDE Wch 1997.

c) 4...h6 5 Îg1 d6 6 h4 (6 Ëa4+ Ìc6 7
Ìd4 Íxc3 8 Ìxc6 is inconsistent, and does
not yield much) 6...e5 7 g5 hxg5 8 hxg5 Ìg4
9 Ìd5 Íc5 10 d4 (56c) 10...Íb6 (10...exd4
11 b4 æ) 11 Ìxb6 (11 b4? e4!) 11...axb6 12
Ëd3 (targeting the g4-knight) 12...Ìc6 13
Ëe4 f5! 14 gxf6 Ëxf6 15 dxe5 dxe5 16
Îxg4 Íf5 17 Îh4 Íxe4 18 Îxh8+ Êe7 19
Íg5 (19 Îxa8 Íxf3 20 exf3 Ìd4 21 Íd3
Ìxf3+ 22 Êf1 Ìh2+ 23 Êg2 Ëf3+ 24
Êxh2 Ëxf2+ looks like a draw) 19...Îxh8
and Black has survived, Zviagintsev-Ben-
jamin, Groningen FIDE Wch 1997.
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56a: after 4 g4

56b: after 9 fxe3

56c: after 10 d4

Surprise 56 W
Soundness: 3 Surprise Value: 5


