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Hansen shows how chess understanding has evolved and explains how and why a study of the great champions
of the past and present will significantly improve your chess. Although modern chess is a highly concrete game
where calculation is paramount and principles often appear to take a back seat, Hansen argues that the principles
have become implicit at top level: “you cannot win games only by following Steinitz’s or Nimzowitsch’s
principles, but you will certainly lose games if you don’t know these principles!” Building upon the structure of
his acclaimed work How Chess Games are Won and Lost, Hansen also argues that the transitions opening-to-
middlegame and middlegame-to-endgame are best understood by studying the games of the great champions.
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occasions, and represented his country in four olympiads, winning a bronze medal for his individual
performance in 1990. His many tournament victories include first prize in the strong Copenhagen Open in both
1997 and 2000. Away from the board, he teaches and lectures on business studies, with a particular focus on
marketing, organization and strategy. This is his fourth book for Gambit.
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