
Answers to Easy Puzzles

1) 29...Ëg3# (0-1)

2) 39 Ëg6# (1-0)

3) 42...Ìe2# (0-1)

4) 53 Ëf8+ Êh7 54 Ìf6# (1-0)

5) 35...Ëh3+ 36 Êg1 Ëg2# (0-1)

6) 47 Îh8+ Êg4 48 h3# (1-0)

7) 54...Îxb2 55 Îg8 (55 Îd8+ is met not by 55...Êc7 56 Îc8+ Êxc8?? 57 h8Ë+, but 55...Êc5 56 Îc8+ Êb5 and ...Îf2#) 55...Îf2# (0-1)

8) 23 Ìxg6+ Îxg6 24 Îxh7# (1-0) (or 24 Ëxh7#)

9) 41 Îe8+ Êg7 42 Îf7+ Êh6 43 Îh8+ Êg5 44 Ìf3# (1-0)

10) 31 Îg6+ Êh7 (or: 31...Ëxg6 32 Ëxg6+ Êf8 33 Ëf7#; 31...Êf8 32 Ëf1+ Êe7 33 Ëf7+ Êd8 34 Îg8#) 32 Îg7+ Êh8 33 Ìf7# (1-0)

11) 39 Ëc8+ Êa5 (or 39...Êb6 40 Ëc7+ Êa6 41 Ëa7#) 40 Îa7+ Êb4 (40...Êb6 41 Ëc7#) 41 a3# (1-0)

12) 30 Ëh8+! (not 30 Îxe7?? g5!) 30...Ìg8 31 Ëxg8+ (or 31 Îxe8+ Îxe8 32 Ëxg8+ Êxg8 33 Îxe8#) 31...Êxg8 32 Îxe8+ Îxe8 33
Îxe8# (1-0)

13) 53...Êa3 (Black uses zugzwang: White must move, even though the only move he can make is disastrous) 54 h3 gxh3 55 g4 h2 56
gxh5 h1Ë# (0-1)

14) 22...Ìxh3+! (not 22...Ëg3?? 23 Ëe8#) 23 gxh3 (after 23 Êh2 Ìf4+ 24 Êg1 Ëh1+ White is soon mated) 23...Îg6+ 24 Êf1 Ëxh3+
25 Êe1 Îg1+ 26 Íf1 Ëxf1+ 27 Êd2 Ëe2# (0-1)

15) 17 Ìxd5! is a standard tactical idea. White discovers an attack on the black queen, and if Black replies 17...Ëxd2, then she will play
18 Ìxe7+ before recapturing, thus winning a lot of material. After 17...Ëd8 18 Ìxe7+ Ëxe7 White was a good pawn up and went on to
win without difficulty.

16) 53...Îxh5! 54 Îxh5 (this is an immediate draw by stalemate, but nothing else gives White winning chances) Ó-Ó

These are the solutions to 16 puzzles for kids and novices specially created by Graham Burgess for the Michigan Chess Festival 2011.
They are easier than the 300 puzzles found in his newly published work The Gambit Book of Instructive Chess Puzzles. Graham gave
lectures and a simultaneous display at the Michigan Chess Festival. He was also available to analyse games and answer questions about
chess publishing and writing, and to sign copies of his books, including Chess Openings for Kids. The puzzles and solutions can also be
downloaded as PDF files from the Michigan Chess Festival’s web site (www.michiganchessfestival.com). For more information on
Gambit Publications Ltd. and their list of over 150 chess books in print, visit www.gambitbooks.com.


