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About the Publisher: Gambit Publications is passionate about creating innovative and instructive chess books, 
suitable for all standards of player. Thanks to a renowned editorial team of masters and grandmasters, Gambit 
now has over 180 chess titles in print, and half a million Gambit chess books have been sold. Our books for 
beginners and club-level players use effective training techniques to make improving easy and fun.

The Najdorf Sicilian has a unique place amongst chess openings: for several decades it has been regarded by the 
top grandmasters as the best way for Black to play soundly for a win against 1 e4. It was a particular favorite of 
World Champions Bobby Fischer and Garry Kasparov, and plays a vital role in the repertoires of current top 
players such as Viswanathan Anand and Veselin Topalov. In the ever-changing Najdorf landscape, it is easy to 
lose sight of the strategic backbone that underpins the Najdorf. In this book, James Rizzitano, a battle-hardened 
Sicilian warrior, distils the most important ideas and themes from current practice to provide an ideal guide for 
those looking to succeed as White or Black in the Najdorf in the modern scientific era.
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About the Author:
James Rizzitano is a strong international master who dominated chess in the New England region during a 14-
year period from 1976 to 1989 – he won 157 out of 336 events in which he competed. His career highlights 
include victories over Alburt, Benjamin, Benko, Christiansen, Dlugy, I.Gurevich, and Wolff. In recent years 
Rizzitano has made a return to competitive chess.
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