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It is almost a century since Frank Marshall invented his sensational gambit, but it is still controversial, and more
popular than ever amongst the best players in the world. In their hands, the Marshall Attack looks remarkably
solid — even if White neutralizes Black’s attacking chances and remains a pawn up, Black often achieves full
positional compensation. However, the Marshall appears a forbidding opening to ordinary club players, who
feel that the theory is too difficult to understand and much too complex to memorize. Many simply avoid it with
both colours. That, argues David Vigorito, is a shame. He shows that many typical Marshall positions can be
broken down into elements that we can all grasp, and so build up an intuition to guide us. Then we are able to
tackle this incredible opening and develop a feel for why pieces go to the squares that they do, and when Black
has sufficient compensation, and when he does not.
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