
TOP 10 BACKLIST BESTSELLERS
Gambit Publications Ltd specializes in chess, and has a mission to publish innovative and instructive 
books which are popular with all standards of players. As a result, Gambit chess books have proved 
enduring backlist sellers. 

Gambit backlist sales now exceed $1 million retail per annum.

1 This charming book is a permanent bestseller. It achieves 
that rare feat of being both amusing and genuinely 
instructive, revealing how you can easily beat a player 
stronger than yourself by learning the 50 Deadly 
Checkmates.  
These are attacking themes that occur repeatedly in 
games between players of all standards. How to Beat  
Your Dad at Chess is widely recommended by chess 
coaches as the standard guide to checkmate patterns. 
 

“Fun to read for players of any age or any strength” – 
Lubosh Kavalek, WASHINGTON POST 

OVER 50,000 COPIES SOLD 

How to Beat Your Dad at Chess (Chandler) 
$16.95, 128 pages (9 x 7), hardback, ISBN 978-1-901983-05-0 

2
Never before have the rules and basic moves of chess 
been explained so simply and clearly. With this charming 
book, children will delight in learning the basic moves of 
chess – the most popular and challenging strategy game 
of all. The child-friendly layout and numerous large chess 
diagrams make this the ideal first chess book. 

“We finally get a modern chess book that not only 
teaches our younger friends how to play chess but is 
also presented in a way that will enliven the 
experience and capture their imagination” – Michael 
Blake, IECG

 Chess for Children (Chandler & Milligan)
$16.95, 112 pages (11 x 8¼), hardback, ISBN 978-1-904600-06-0



3
In this major two-volume work, Watson presents a wide-ranging 
view of the way in which top-class players really handle the 
opening, rather than an idealized and simplified model. This 
volume, focusing on king's pawn openings, is a book that will make 
chess-players think hard about how they begin their games, while 
offering both entertainment and challenging material for study in 
openings such as the Sicilian and Ruy Lopez.

“Seriously, read this. ... In fact, just get this book. ... it'll teach 
you chess.” – Bob Long, CHESSCO.COM

 Mastering the Chess Openings, volume 1 (Watson)
$29.95, 336 pages (9¾ x 6¾), ISBN 978-1-904600-60-2

4
John Nunn’s classic explains virtually every move of 30 carefully 
selected games. The reader is able to understand the most important 
aspects of chess, and to see modern chess principles in action.

“Nunn truly is in the top echelons of world players... his notes 
are virtually like having a tutor by your side as you play 
through a grandmaster encounter”  – Cecil Rosner, WINNIPEG 
FREE PRESS

Understanding Chess Move by Move (Nunn)
$22.95, 240 pages (9¾ x 6¾), ISBN 978-1-901983-41-8 

 

5
Chess enthusiasts of all ages and levels will find this book an 
instructive delight. In a simple, easy-to-understand format it 
explains how to bamboozle your chess opponents using commonly 
occurring tactical motifs. 
The illustrative positions show the 50 Tricky Tactics that 
experienced chess masters use to win their games. This book is a 
companion volume to How to Beat Your Dad at Chess.

“As a teacher of scholastic/junior players, I have long wished for 
a comprehensive yet brief and inexpensive guide to chess tactics. 
Murray Chandler has finally created a work that fills the bill” – 
Bill Whited, CHESS COUNTRY

  Chess Tactics for Kids (Chandler)
$16.95, 128 pages (9 x 7), hardback, ISBN 978-1-901983-99-9

 



6
 John Watson seeks to help chess-players achieve a more holistic 
and insightful view of the openings. In his previous books on chess 
strategy, he explained vital concepts that had previously been the 
domain only of top-class players. Here he does likewise for the 
openings, explaining how flexible thinking and notions such as 
“rule-independence” can apply to the opening too. This volume, 
focusing on queen's pawn openings, offers both entertainment and 
challenging study material in openings such as the Nimzo-Indian, 
King's Indian and the entire Queen's Gambit complex.

“He has the happy knack of being able to get to the very essence 
of his subject matter” – Alan Sutton, EN PASSANT

  Mastering the Chess Openings, volume 2 (Watson)
$29.95, 336 pages (9¾ x 6¾), ISBN 978-1-904600-69-5

 

7
 This book provides a fabulous array of 1001 puzzle positions, to 
test every facet of the reader’s tactical skills. The puzzles in this 
book have been selected by analysing games new and old in search 
of original puzzle positions. 
The book begins with relatively easy positions suitable for novices, 
and ends with 100 extremely tough puzzles, which provide a mind-
bending challenge even for top-class players. 

“Exceptional... the perfect resource for improving your game by 
studying tactics and it's accessible to players of all strengths” – 
Mark Donlan, CHESS HORIZONS

 The Ultimate Chess Puzzle Book (Emms)
$24.95, 240 pages (9¾ x 6¾), ISBN 978-1-901983-34-0

 

8
 Steve Giddins has chosen 50 supremely instructive games, 
including many that few readers will have seen before. He has 
annotated these games in detail from a modern perspective, 
explaining the useful lessons that can be learnt from them.
Giddins writes in an accessible down-to-earth style that appeals to 
club players seeking to improve. 

“The thoughtful selection and arrangement of games, and the 
clear and instructive annotations put this book at the top of the 
list of annotated collections for the developing player” – Richard 
Roseborough, CHESSCAFE

 50 Essential Chess Lessons (Giddins)
$24.95, 160 pages (9¾ x 6¾), ISBN 978-1-904600-41-1



9
This book covers ALL chess openings, with verbal explanations of 
the ideas, the first and only book of the modern era to do this.
For every opening there is a guide to the critical main line and 
descriptions of the typical strategies for both sides. 
These unique commentaries are a huge bonus to all club and 
tournament players, as they will help them to handle the 
middlegame positions arising from each opening better.

“The explanations are clear and lucid with just enough 
variations to give readers a reasonable base from which to 
commence using the openings” – Jean Hébert, AU NOM DU ROI

Understanding the Chess Openings (Collins)
$28.95, 224 pages (9¾ x 6¾), ISBN 978-1-904600-28-2 

 

10
DOUBLE AWARD WINNER: 
1999 United States Chess Federation Book of the Year
1999 British Chess Federation Book of the Year

This book is quite simply a classic. It fulfils the need for a thorough, 
profound work on the modern handling of chess positions. The book 
explains how the controversial theories of Nimzowitsch – 
expounded over 70 years ago – have been updated and refined by 
the modern grandmasters.

“Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy has the kind of staying power 
and relevance that will bear reading and re-reading in decades 
to come” – Randy Bauer, RANDY’S REVIEWS

Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy (Watson)
$29.95, 272 pages (9¾ x 6¾), ISBN 978-1-901983-07-4  

 

DISTRIBUTED IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA BY PERSEUS DISTRIBUTION. 
TO ORDER CONTACT YOUR PERSEUS SALES REPRESENTATIVE ON TEL
800-343-4499, FAX 800-351-5073 OR E-MAIL orderentry@perseusbooks.com

About the Publisher: Gambit Publications is passionate about creating innovative and instructive 
chess books, suitable for all standards of player. Thanks to a renowned editorial team of masters and 
grandmasters, Gambit now has over 170 chess titles in print, and half a million Gambit chess books 
have been sold. Our books for beginners and club-level players use effective training techniques to 
make improving easy and fun.

www.gambitbooks.com


